Distal phocomelia of the forearm in a thirteenth-century skeleton from Poland.
The skeleton of a 35- to 40-year-old male (A.D. 1250 to 1300) with distal phocomelia (intercalary transverse) of the right forearm and severe (90-100 degrees) right-sided scoliosis is examined. Congenital malformation of the the right forearm resulted in absence of the radius and ulna, and attachment of the upper arm and hand to the trunk. Lesser abnormalities consist of a-hypoplastic right scapula and misshapened ribs and sternum. This rare deformity reflects the variability and antiquity of congenital malformations of the upper limb.